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NBDC Life Science Database Archive 

Terms of Service for Viewing and Downloading Users 

 

These Terms of Service for Viewing and Downloading Users (hereinafter referred to as the “Terms”) set 

forth the matters that users must comply with when using the web service “NBDC Life Science Database 

Archive” (hereinafter referred to as the “Service”), operated by the Japan Science and Technology Agency 

(hereinafter referred to as “JST”), for the purpose of viewing or downloading.   

 

Article 1 (The Service) 

1. The Service is operated for the purpose of appropriately preserving life science databases created with 

the intention of being made public, promoting their effective use through the publication of data, and 

thereby contributing to the advancement and development of science and technology. 

2. All users who use the Service for the purpose of viewing or downloading (hereinafter referred to as 

“Viewing Users”) shall view or download the information provided by the Service (including, but not limited 

to, research data deposited with the Service as databases; hereinafter referred to as “Information”) in 

accordance with these Terms.   

 

Article 2 (Application) 

1. These Terms shall apply to all acts pertaining to the use of the Service by the Viewing User and to all 

relationships between the Viewing User and JST. The Viewing User shall be deemed to have agreed to 

these Terms by using the Service.   

2. Matters to be observed by depositors who deposit their database data files and metadata with the Service 

(hereinafter referred to as “Database Depositor”) shall be governed by the separately stipulated “NBDC 

Life Science Database Archive Terms of Service for Database Depositors”. 

3. With respect to the handling of personal information and other related matters concerning Viewing Users, 

the provisions regarding “Personal Information” set forth in the separately determined “NBDC Site Policies” 

shall apply.  

4. If separate services are linked within the Service, acts of use at such linked destinations shall fall outside 

the scope of these Terms. In these cases, the Viewing User shall use the relevant separate services in 

accordance with the terms and conditions applicable thereto.  

 

Article 3 (Intellectual Property Rights) 

1. All intellectual property rights and other rights in and to the names, trademarks, trade names, logos, 

domain names and other works provided through the Service, as well as intellectual property rights and all 

other rights related to the Service, shall belong to JST or third parties holding such rights.  

2. Rights in the Information may belong not only to the Database Depositor for the Information but also to 

researchers involved in the creation of the research data contained in the Information, or to the research 

institutions to which such researchers belong (the Database Depositor for the Information, researchers 
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involved in the creation of the research data, and the research institutions to which such researchers belong 

as the rights holders shall be collectively referred to hereinafter as “Information Providers”).   

3. In using the Information, individual data deposited in the Service’s databases are subject to Creative 

Commons license conditions (displayed in the metadata of each data item). The Viewing User shall handle 

such data in accordance with the applicable license conditions and shall not reproduce, modify, edit, 

distribute, or otherwise use the data beyond the scope permitted by such license conditions. For details on 

Creative Commons licenses, please refer to the Creative Commons Japan website 

(https://creativecommons.jp/licenses/). 

4. Use of the Service by the Viewing User shall not result in the transfer or assignment of all or any part of 

such rights of JST, Information Providers, or other third parties holding rights to the Viewing User.  

 

Article 4 (Prohibited Acts) 

JST prohibits the Viewing User from engaging in the following acts in relation to the Service:  

(1) Acts in violation of these Terms or other rules and policies relating to the operation of the Service. 

(2) Acts in violation of laws and regulations or public order and morality, or acts likely to be so. 

(3) Acts infringing, or likely to infringe, the intellectual property rights, privacy, or other rights of others 

(including JST; the same shall apply hereinafter). 

(4) Acts defaming or slandering others, or damaging their honor or credibility, or acts likely to do so. 

(5) Acts threatening others or obstructing their business, or acts causing nuisance, disadvantage, or harm 

to others, or acts likely to do so. 

(6) Acts using the Service for purposes deviating from those set forth in these Terms. 

(7) Acts using researcher information obtained through the Service for the purposes of commercial 

activities such as advertising or promotional activities of products and services, political activities, or 

solicitations based on religious activities. 

(8) Acts of reverse engineering, disassembly, decompilation, or extracting or attempting to extract source 

code with respect to related systems or programs. 

(9) Acts of unauthorized access, attempts at unauthorized access, acts placing excessive load on the Service, 

or acts of transmitting or attempting to transmit files infected with viruses. 

(10) Acts deemed as attacks on servers, systems, or security of the Service operation site, including use 

of computer viruses or harmful programs (including acts inducing such attacks). 

(11) Acts likely to interfere with the operation of the Service or other JST projects. 

(12) Other acts reasonably deemed inappropriate by JST.  

 

Article 5 (Access Restrictions, etc.) 

If JST determines that a Viewing User has violated these Terms, JST may, without any liability to the 

Viewing User, suspend or restrict such Viewing User's use of the Service, or take other measures deemed 

appropriate. In such cases, JST will not respond to inquiries from the relevant Viewing User regarding the 

Service. 
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Article 6 (No Warranty) 

1. JST makes no warranty whatsoever regarding the truthfulness, accuracy, suitability, usefulness, 

timeliness, or any other aspect of information provided through the Service. 

2. JST makes no warranty whatsoever regarding the continuity, stability, or safety of the Service, including 

the absence of defects, errors, or failures in the Service system.  

 

Article 7 (Disclaimer) 

1. The Viewing User shall use the Service entirely at its own responsibility and judgment.  

2. JST shall bear no responsibility whatsoever for any damages or other disadvantages, when using the 

Service, incurred by the Viewing User arising from or in connection with any of the following:  

(1) Suspension, discontinuation, modification, or termination of the Service 

(2) Defects, errors, or failures relating to the Service system or network communications 

(3) Unauthorized access to, destruction of, or alteration of the Service system 

3. In the event of disputes with third parties arising in connection with use of the Service, the Viewing User 

shall resolve such disputes at its own expense and responsibility, and JST shall have no involvement 

whatsoever.   

4. Although search result lists of the Service may contain links to external sites, JST shall have no 

involvement whatsoever and bear no responsibility for any trouble, loss, or damage incurred by the Viewing 

User at such linked external sites.  

5. The Viewing User may use the Service free of charge within a certain scope prescribed by JST, but shall, 

at its own expense and responsibility, maintain its communication environment and other usage 

environment for the Service, and JST shall have no involvement or responsibility in relation thereto.  

6. If the Viewing User is a consumer under the Consumer Contract Act, JST’s liability for damages to the 

Viewing User arising from JST’s non-performance of obligations or tortious acts committed in the course 

of performance of obligations shall, except in cases of willful misconduct or gross negligence by JST, be 

limited to direct and ordinary damages actually incurred by the Viewing User.  

 

Article 8 (Compensation for Damages) 

If a Viewing User has caused damage to JST in connection with use of the Service, JST may claim 

compensation for such damage from relevant Viewing User.   

 

Article 9 (Suspension or Discontinuation of the Service) 

If JST deems it essential for the maintenance, repair, or necessary purposes of the Service, JST may, upon 

prior notice to the Viewing Users, suspend or discontinue operation of all or part of the Service. However, 

in cases of emergency, JST may implement such suspension or discontinuation of operation of the Service 

without prior notice.  
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Article 10 (Modification or Termination of the Service)  

1. JST may, in principle upon prior notice to the Viewing Users, modify the contents of the Service. If 

modification of the contents of the Service necessitates amendment of these Terms, these Terms shall be 

amended in accordance with the procedures set forth in Article 13. 

2. JST may, upon prior notice to the Viewing Users, terminate the Service. However, in cases of unavoidable 

emergency, JST may terminate the Service without prior notice and shall notify the Viewing Users of that 

effect thereafter by a method deemed appropriate by JST.  

 

Article 11 (Undertakings)  

1. The Viewing User undertakes that it does not and will not in the future fall under any of the categories 

of organized crime groups, members of organized crime groups, quasi-members of organized crime groups, 

companies related to organized crime groups, corporate racketeers, groups engaging in social movement 

racketeering, special intelligence violence groups, or other groups or members of such groups or persons 

deemed to fall under any criteria similar thereto that are liable to promote illegal activities habitually or 

collectively (hereinafter referred to as “Anti-Social Forces”).  

2. The Viewing User undertakes that it does not and will not in the future have any of the following 

relationships with Anti-Social Forces:  

(1) Recognized as being controlled by Anti-Social Forces in its business or management.  

(2) Recognized as being substantially involved in its business or management by Anti-Social Forces. 

(3) Recognized as having used Anti-Social Forces for the purpose of seeking illicit gain for itself or a third 

party, or for the purpose of causing damage to a third party. 

(4) Recognized as having been involved in the operation of any of Anti-Social Forces by providing funds or 

offering benefits to the Anti-Social Forces. 

(5) Recognized as its officers or persons who are substantially involved in its management having socially 

reprehensible relationships with Anti-Social Forces. 

 

Article 12 (Language) 

For the convenience of the Viewing Users, translations of these Terms may be prepared in languages other 

than Japanese. In the event of any inconsistency between these Terms and such translations, the Japanese 

version shall prevail. 

 

Article 13 (Amendment of These Terms) 

1. JST may amend these Terms, specifying an effective date, if JST reasonably deems it necessary. 

2. In the case referred to in the preceding paragraph, JST shall publish the amended Terms on the Service 

or otherwise make such amended Terms known to the Viewing Users by a method deemed appropriate by 

JST.  

3. If a Viewing User does not agree to the amendment of these Terms, such Viewing User may terminate 

use of the Service; however, if the Viewing User uses the Service after the effective date of such amendment, 
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the Viewing User shall be deemed to have agreed to the amended Terms. 

 

Article 14 (Governing Law and Jurisdiction) 

These Terms shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of Japan. In addition, any and 

all disputes arising in connection with the use of the Service shall be submitted to the Tokyo District Court 

as the court of first instance having exclusive jurisdiction by agreement. 

 

(Prepared on October 27, 2025) 

 

    

                                                                                                           

                                                                                          


